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Keeping History Above Water: Looking Back, Moving Forward 

Symposium Schedule 

All sessions will take place at Bazarsky Lecutre Hall, 36 Ochre Point Ave, 
Newport , RI 02840 

*Schedule and sessions subject to change 

Sessions will be eligible for credits with the American Institute of Architects Continuing 
Education System (AIA CES). Certificates of attendance will be provided to attendees 
seeking credits, and completion of the program will be reported to the AIA CES for AIA 
members. The accreditation process is generously provided by the Historic Preservation 
Education Foundation. 

Wednesday, October 21 
Materials & Trades Focused 

 
12:30 pm Opening Remarks Hilary Fagan, Executive Director, Newport 

Restoration Foundation 
12:45 pm Elevation as Craft - Why 

Climate Adaptation 
Demands a New 
Preservation Trade 

Christopher Bailow, Principal, Bailow 
Architects 

1:15 pm Timber Frames: 
Movable, Resilient, 
Sustainable, Beautiful  

Arron Sturgis, Principal, Preservation Timber 
Framing and Rick Geddes, Geddes Building 
Movers 

2:00 pm Break  
2: 15 pm Building Resilient 

Solutions: Reducing 
Disaster Anxiety 
Through Action 

Courtney Magill, Preservation Project Manager, 
Commonwealth Preservation Group and Kerry 
Shackleford, Co-Owner, Building Resilient 
Solutions 
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Thursday, October 22 
 

 
8:45 am Opening Welcome Hilary Fagan, Executive Director, 

Newport Restoration Foundation 
9:15 am Newport Restoration Foundation 

Portfolio Action Plan 
Margaret Back, Preservation Projects 
Manager, Newport Restoration 
Foundation and Eline Hilgersom, 
Designer, Union Studio 

9:45 am Keeping History Above Water: 
Hindsight, Insight, and Foresight 

(Moderator) Morris (Marty) Hylton III, 
President, Architecture Sarasota; Kayla 
Halberg, Director of Survey and 
Research, Commonwealth Preservation 
Group; Rodney Rowland, Director of 
Environmental Sustainability, Strawbery 
Banke Museum; Jen Wellock, National 
Coordinator - Natural and Cultural 
Resources Recovery Support, 
Department of the Interior 

10:30 am Break  
11:00 am Living Documentation for Coastal 

Heritage at Risk  
Heather Veneziano, Director, Historic 
Preservation, Tulane School of 
Architecture and Built Environment 

11:30 am The Future of Insurability (Moderator) Representative Lauren 
Carson, RI House District 75, Charlie 
Sidoti, Executive Director, InnSure; Steve 
Brandt, Chief Development Officer, 
InnSure 

12:15 pm Lunch Ochre Court, Salve Regina University 

1: 45 pm Historic Corridor Resilience 
Planning and Adaptation  

(Moderator) Arnold N. Robinson, AICP, 
NCI, WEDG; Caitlin Greeley, Supervising 
Planner, RI Division of Statewide 
Planning; John Truscinski, Director of 
Resilience Planning, Connecticut 
Institute for Resilience and Climate 
Adaptation; Alex Maxwell, PhD, CCP - 
Resilient Route 114 Project Manager at 
Fuss & O’Neill; Beth Kirmmse, RLA, 
ASLA, WEDG, Associate and Resilient 
Mystic Project Manager at Fuss & O’Neill 

 

2:30 pm                                                 Offsite sessions 
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Friday, October 23 
 

 
9:00 am Opening Welcome Edith McBean, Board 

President, Newport 
Restoration 
Foundation 

9:05 am Welcoming Remarks Sheldon 
Whitehouse, U.S. 
Senator from Rhode 
Island 

9:15 am Resilient Historic Places: Lessons from the 
Travelers Across America Initiative  

Seri Worden, Vice 
President of 
Strategic Initiatives 
and Impact, 
National Trust for 
Historic 
Preservation; Kristin 
Gisleson Palmer, 
Executive Director, 
Preservation 
Resource Center of 
New Orleans; 
Shannon McKenzie, 
Vice President of 
Watercraft 
Operations and 
Preservation, Mystic 
Seaport Museum; 
Janice Brunner, 
Head of Civic 
Engagement and 
Corporate Affairs, 
Travelers 

10:00 am A Landscape in Bloom: Designing for the future 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial  

Jacob Torkelson, 
Senior Research 
Association, 
Preservation 
Research 
Collaborative at the 
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University of 
Pennsylvania    

10:30 am Break  
11:00 am Stone Living Lab: Nature-Based Approaches to 

Coastal Resilience  
Katie Dafforn, 
Distinguished 
Professor and 
Director, Stone 
Living Lab, University 
of Massachusetts 
Boston; Joe Christo, 
Chief Resilience 
Officer, Stone Living 
Lab, Boston Harbor 
Now 

11:45 am No Place to Hide, Lighthouses on the Front 
Lines  

Jon Buono, Senior 
Regional Director, 
World Monuments 
Fund; Bob Trapani, 
Executive Director, 
American 
Lighthouse 
Foundation 

12: 30 pm Lunch Bazarsky Hall, Salve 
Regina University 

2:00 pm The Ship that Wrecked Twice! Using Marine 
Archaeology to Communicate About Our 
Changing Coasts  

Valerie Perini, 
Regional Education 
Manager, The 
Trustees of 
Reservations; David 
Robinson, Director 
and Chief 
Archaeologist, 
Massachusetts 
Board of Underwater 
Archaeological 
Resources   
 

 

2:45pm                                                          Off-Site Visits 


